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COLLABORATIONS & NETWORKS: 



Welcome/Fáilte
 

Follow us on social media: @IWWNetwork on Twitter & on our Facebook page. 
Use #IWWNSymposium2021 to comment on Twitter 
Tickets are available on Eventbrite: https://www.eventbrite.ie/e/iwwn-symposium-
collaborations-and-networks-tickets-165962591579 

The Irish Women’s Writing Network (IWWN) is delighted to welcome you to our virtual
symposium, an event which will bring participants together to consider Irish women’s writing
under the theme of “Collaborations and Networks”. Over two days (September 3-4, 2021), we
seek to create a collaborative and supportive environment to discuss research-in-progress, to
meet old friends in online spaces, and to forge new connections as we explore a range of
contexts, creative partnerships and networks. 

This symposium will explore the various ways in which Irish women writers engaged in and
developed diverse creative collaborations in order to produce a wide range of works. We
seek to investigate how they created their material(s), sometimes crossing from one media to
another or seeking avenues for publication outside of traditional routes. In doing so, the
symposium will consider not only the ways in which women crossed borders but also the
extent to which they managed to embrace multiple places at the same time.

The IWWN facilitates international and interdisciplinary connections and exchanges between
researchers recovering and studying the lives and work of Irish women writers, artists,
historians, scientists and more. In 2016, the network hosted its inaugural symposium which was
titled ‘Occluded Narratives’: Researching Irish Women’s Writing 1880-1910. This second
symposium will build on earlier research and collaborations, and celebrates recent
developments and publications in the field. We are excited too to extend the time period
under consideration, so that later writers and networks are incorporated into the discussion.

Join the conversation:

 The organising team is grateful for support from Mary Immaculate College, Limerick, The
School of Humanities, University of Worcester, Marie Curie Actions, and the Institute of Irish
Studies, Mary Immaculate College, Limerick. We are looking forward to hosting you at the
conference. If you have any queries, please do not hesitate to contact one of us. 

Le gach dea-ghuí,
Kathryn, Sinéad, Anna, Caoilfhionn, Whitney, Julie Anne, Deirdre, Elizabeth, Kathleen, Sophie,
Eliza and Geraldine. 

https://www.eventbrite.ie/e/iwwn-symposium-collaborations-and-networks-tickets-165962591579


Network Team Members
 Geraldine Brassil is a PhD Student at Mary Immaculate College, Limerick. Her research

focuses on the study and recovery of nineteenth century Irish women writers and evolving print
cultures in contemporary publishing contexts.

Dr Deirdre Flynn lectures in English at Mary Immaculate College, University of Limerick. Her
research interests include World Literature, Postmodernism, Murakami, Irish Studies, Drama and
Theatre Studies and Feminism. She worked professionally as a journalist for a number of years. 

Dr Kathryn Laing, co-founder of the IWWN, lectures in English at Mary Immaculate College,
University of Limerick. Her research interests are principally in late nineteenth-century Irish
women’s writing, New Woman fiction, modernist women writers, periodical and print culture.

Dr Sinéad Mooney is co-founder of the IWWN. Her research interests include Irish literature,
modernism, the work of Samuel Beckett, and women’s writing, particularly Irish women’s
writing of the late 19th and early 20th century, and contemporary writing.

Dr Caoilfhionn Ní Bheacháin lectures in Communications at the University of Limerick. She
researches Irish cultural history from the late nineteenth century through to the mid twentieth
century, with a particular focus on creative networks, theatre, print culture and
protodiplomacy. 

Dr Anna Pilz is a scholar of nineteenth- and twentieth-century British and Irish Literatures. In
particular, her research interests focus on reception and intertextuality; book history; place
and space; and the interplay between literature, geography, and environmental history.

Eliza Spakman is in the final year of her Research MA in Literary Studies at the University of
Groningen, the Netherlands. She specialises in later eighteenth-century and early nineteenth-
century Anglo-Irish women’s writing, particularly the work of Maria Edgeworth. 

Dr Whitney Standlee is Senior Lecturer in English Literature at the University of Worcester.
She specialises in the study of Irish women’s writing, particularly the process of recuperating
the reputations of overlooked Irish women writers of the nineteenth and early twentieth
centuries. 

Dr Julie Anne Stevens lectures in the School of English, Dublin City University. She researches
and publishes on Irish literature and the visual arts, women’s writing, illustrated children’s
books, and short fiction. 

Dr Elizabeth Tilley is Senior Lecturer in Book History and Victorian Literature and Head of the
Discipline of English at the National University of Ireland Galway. She researches and
publishes on Irish print culture and nineteenth-century Gothic fiction. 

Sophie van Os is a PhD candidate for the NWO-funded VICI project ‘Redefining the Region:
The Transnational Dimensions of Local Colour’ at the Radboud University Nijmegen, the
Netherlands. Her project is titled ‘Transnational Dimensions of the Region in European
Illustrated Periodicals, 1842-1900’.

Kathleen Williams, now retired, worked in the John J. Burns Library of Rare Books and Special
Collections at Boston College where she introduced students to the use of rare and archival
materials. She also served as reference librarian, bibliographer for Irish Studies, and in
collection development. 

For more detailed biographies of the IWWN team, please see:
https://irishwomenswritingnetwork.com/about/organisers/

https://irishwomenswritingnetwork.com/about/organisers/


[ I r i sh Standard T ime (GMT+1)]

15 :00-16 : 15 PANEL I I  -  Po l i t i cs  and
Act iv i sm

16 : 15- 16 :45 

3 SEPTEMBER
13 :00-13 : 15 Welcome [LIVE] 

13 : 15- 14 :30 PANEL I -  Clubs ,
Communit ies  & Sis terhoods 

14 :30-15 :00 BREAK

16 :45- 18 :00 PANEL I I I  – Col laborat ive
Inst i tut ions & Creat ive
Networks

18 :00-20:00 REFUEL

BREAK

20:00-21 :00 In Conversat ion with Garry
Hynes
Chair :  Ju l ie -Anne Stevens
Interv iewer :  Anna P i lz

 

21 :00-22:00 Book Launches (IWWN +
Sympos ium Part ic ipants

 



[ I r i sh Standard T ime (GMT+1)]

14 : 15- 15 :00  BREAK

4 September
13 :00-14 : 15 PANEL IV – Staging

Col laborat ion :  Ro les ,  R ights
& Res i s tance

15 :00-16 :00  I r i sh Women’s  Wri t ing Past
& Present in the North
Amer ican Context
The New York I r i sh Center
and execut ive d i rector
George Hes l in presents  a
pane l  cha i red by Sadhbh
Walshe 

16 :30-17 :45 PANEL V – Publ i shers ,
Edi tors  & Journal i s t s  

17 :45- 18 : 15 
REFUEL

18 : 15- 19 :30 PANEL VI – Transnat ional
& Migrant Networks

16 :00-16 :30  BREAK

CLOSING COMMENTS19 :30-19 :45 



‘Swif t ian P lays and "goss ipy guide books" :  Reading
Committees and the I r i sh Women Writers '  Club ’  -  De i rdre
Brady 
‘Women’s  Networks and Col laborat ions :  Mary and Mat i lda
Banim’s  I re land ’  -  Gera ld ine Brass i l  
‘Communit ies  of  Women in Erminda Rentoul  Es ler ' s  Loca l -
Colour Stor ies  and Columns for The Young Woman’  -
Giu l ia Bruna 

‘ " I t  was a smoke dream" :  Aesthet ic iz ing Hope and
Disappointment in the I r i sh Free State -  A Survey of Three
Contemporary Novels ’  -  Ai lbhe McDaid 
‘Race ,  Re l ig ion ,  and the Civ i l  War in Kate O'Br ien ' s  Spanish
Writ ings ’  -  L loyd (Meadhbh) Houston
‘ I re land 's  best -known unknown wri ter :  The l i fe ,  wr i t ings ,
and char i ty network of Cec i l  Frances Alexander ( 1818-95) ’   
-  Rachael  Lynch and Mary Burke

‘The Women behind the Abbey:  Dol ly Robinson and Ir i sh
Theatr ica l  Networks ’  -  Nora Moroney 
‘ "Al l  that I  am Craving i s  the Talk" :  Col laborat ive
Inst i tut ions and Augusta Gregory ' s  Workhouse Ward’  -
James Li t t le  
Tr ic ia Cusack ,  ‘ "The de l i c ious f lavour of your b iscu i ts" :
Co l laborat ion and Correspondence between Jane Bar low
and Sarah Purser ’  -  Tr ic ia Cusack

PANEL I :  Clubs,  Communities & Sisterhoods 
Chair :  Kathryn Laing,  Respondent :  Whitney Standlee
 

 
PANEL I I :  Pol it ics & Activism 
Chair :  De i rdre Flynn,  Respondent :  S inéad Mooney

 
PANEL I I I :  Collaborative Institutions and Creative
Networks 
 Chair :  Anna P i lz ,  Respondent :  Caoi l fh ionn Ní Bheacháin

 

Panel Details



 ‘Cul tura l  Networks and Femin is t  Theatre of Res i s tance in
Free State I re land ’  -  Shonagh Hi l l  and Lisa Fi tzpatr ick 
‘Staging Women's  R ights dur ing Fasc i sm: Chr i s t ine
Longford ' s  The Agamemnon’  -  Natasha Remoundou 
‘Mol ly Keane 's  Camp Col laborat ions ’  -  Naoise Murphy 

‘ "Dis t inguished Ir i shwomen in London" :  Creat ing a Space
for the Profess ional  I r i sh Woman in Char lot te O'Conor
Ecc les '  Journal i sm’  -  Tara Giddens 
‘ "From the Edi tor ' s  Standpoint" :  L .T .  Meade,  Al ice
Corkram, and Lessons on Co-Authorsh ip and
Col laborat ion ’  -  Beth Rodgers 
‘ Inc lus ion and Exc lus ion of Col laborat ion in Paratexts :
Al ice Stopford Green and Regulat ing Networks in
Paratexts ’  -  E l i se Garr i tzen 

‘Fami ly as a s i te of Col laborat ion in I r i sh-Amer ican
women's  immigrant memoirs ,  1880-1940’  -  Sarah O’Br ien 
‘Lo la R idge and the Networks of New York Radica l i sm’  -
Lucy Col l ins
‘The Making of Local  Colour Li terature :  I r i sh Women
Writers  and the i r  (Trans)nat ional  Networks ’  -  Marguér i te
Corporaal  

PANEL IV:  Staging Collaboration:  Roles,  Rights and
Resistance
Chair :  Caoi l fh ionn Ní Bheacháin ,  Respondent :  Ju l ie -Anne
Stevens 

PANEL V: Publishers,  Editors & Journalists 
Chair :  Anna P i lz ,  Respondent :  Kathryn Laing

 
PANEL VI:  Transnational & Migrant Networks 
Chair :  Sophie van Os,  Respondent :  E l izabeth Ti l ley

               


